
Hi Grade 5! 

In the past few weeks, you were given some games to try to start the 

process of thinking about solving equations to find an unknown. Last 

week’s lesson was about writing equations and solving algebraic 

problems using addition and subtraction. You were introduced to the 

idea of solving by one of two ways: 

1. Trial and error (also called Guess and Test). 

2. Inspection. 

After trying these strategies, it was most likely apparent that trial 

and error takes more time. Often, we find it easier to solve by 

inspection, using our basic facts and knowledge of addition, subtraction 

and this week – multiplication and division.  

To review:  given the equation  n + 3 = 7 we ask ourselves “what number 

added to 3 gives 7 ?” 

To solve, we know that since 4 + 3 = 7, then n = 4. *Remember too, that 

every addition sentence has two corresponding subtraction sentences. 

We can re-write the problem n + 3 = 7, as  7-3 = n, proving again that   

n = 4. 

This week we will focus on solving equations using multiplication and 

division. This is one place where all the fact practice becomes useful! 

      By the same reasoning we used when solving problems with addition 

and subtraction, we can solve these: 

n x 4 = 12  which can also be written as 4n = 12, where 4n means “4 

times a number” when there is no operation symbol between a number 

and an unknown.  

To solve:  n x 4 = 12    we ask ourselves “what number multiplied by 4 

         or   4n = 12                                     gives 12 ?” 



Knowledge of our basic facts tells us that since 3 x 4 = 12, then n = 3. 

*Remember too, that every multiplication sentence has two 

corresponding division sentences. We can re-write the problem            

n x 4 = 12 as  12 ÷ 4 = 3 proving again, that n = 3. 

The same can be done when solving a division problem. For example:       

n ÷ 5 = 2  Again, using our basic facts and asking “what number divided 

by 5 gives 2 ?”  we solve by 10 ÷ 5 = 2  so n = 10.  *Remember too, that 

every division sentence has two corresponding multiplication sentences. 

We can re-write the problem  n ÷ 5 = 2 as  2 x 5 = 10  proving again, 

that n = 10.          

We will begin our practice by reading through the examples given in our 

text, reminding us too, to write the equation to be solved as we did 

with our addition and subtraction practice. After this, try the circled 

questions on the pages that follow. (see next page) 



 



 



 

(see next page) 



To follow up with some online practice visit www.netmath.ca and try:   

a. Finding the missing term in an equation (x and ÷)                               

b. Writing expressions 

For our Tuesday/Thursday activities, lets look at an algebra game and 

an introduction to some measurement practice.  

1. Follow the link to www.mathplayground.com  

a. Click on Math Games 

b. Scroll down and click on the blue “More Pre-Algebra Games” 

bar 

c. Scroll down and under “Super Starters”, choose “Candy 

Challenge Jr” 

2. (taken from the University of Waterloo Investigations in 

Measurement) 

You will need: string, a roll of paper towel, a large cereal box, a 

small container of popcorn, and a few nickels and dimes 

*Note: Where a question asks for an estimate of your class, 

choose a room in your house or the people in your house.  

Have fun! (see next page) 

http://www.netmath.ca/
http://www.mathplayground.com/


 



 

 

 


